
 
New River Valley Meeting of Interest 

GO Virginia Region 2  
 

Location: 
June 23, 2017 
8 a.m. – 9 a.m. 

University Gateway Center  
4th Floor Conference Room 

 
 
Attendance: Ray Smoot, John Dooley, Sandy Cupp Davis, Doug Juanarena, Kevin Byrd, Charlie Jewell, 
Marty Holliday, Joe Carpenter, Sharon Scott Brian Hamilton, John Tutle 

 
Welcome/Introductions:  John Dooley welcomed everyone and provided introductions. 
 
Overview of New River Valley Programs/Resources 
Representatives from the New River Valley Regional Commission, the New River Valley/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Development Board, and the New River Valley Economic Development Alliance provided an 
overview of their agencies and the resources they provide. 
Kevin Byrd – New River Valley Regional Commission  

 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) overview of the New River Valley 

process, strategic goal areas and top 10 project list.   

 See: “New River Valley Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 2016 At-A Glance” 
(attached) 

 

Marty Holliday - New River Mount Rogers WDB 

 Overview of the role in convening the region on workforce development needs and programs.   

 Highlighted some of the key programs currently underway which showcase the ability to 

collaborate across large geographies spanning from far southwest to southside.   

 See: “New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Development Area Background” (attached) 

 

Charlie Jewell - New River Valley Alliance 

 Reviewed the targeted industries study recently completed for the New River Valley and 

reviewed targeted industries handout 

 Shared the lifestyle brand the Alliance developed for the New River Valley and reviewed 

regional branding handout (attached).   

 See “Regional Branding Initiative handout” and “Targeted Industries initiative handout” 

(attached) 

Discussion of opportunity areas for the New River Valley 
The group discussed some of the current workforce development initiatives and the findings of the New 
River Valley Targeted Industries Study.  More on all three agencies will be presented at the full Regional 
Council meeting on 6/29.   



 
Meeting adjourned at 9 a.m. 
 
Documents Attached: 

I. New River Valley Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 2016 At-A Glance 
a. What is the CEDS 
b. NRV Priority Areas 
c. Top 10 Projects for 2016-2017 
d. New River Valley Economic Highlights 

II. Regional Branding Initiative handout 
III. Targeted Industries initiative handout 
IV. New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Development Area Background 
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