
December 15, 2023 

Regional Roundup 
A Memo From the Executive Committee to the GOVA Region 2 Council 

Chair of the GOVA Region 2 Council William Eddie Amos and President of Verge Erin Burcham welcomed 
attendees to the Roanoke Celebrate Success event. 

On December 13, GO Virginia Region 2 held an event at the RAMP Regional Accelerator in Roanoke to celebrate 
success. Region 2 grantees and council members networked with one another and learned more about projects in 
the region. 

Join us for upcoming Celebrate Success events: 

• New River Valley: Dec 18, 4:00-6:00pm, COgro Labs, 2200 Kraft Dr, Blacksburg, VA, 24060
• Lynchburg: Jan 4, 4:00-6:00pm, VectorSpace, 2004 Memorial Ave, Lynchburg, VA, 24501

Please RSVP here: https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hGiVYK0Q-
kCGPU8yweOjeuMK0wzq71RNkGA0cDpBIlxUMEVIQTJEN1QyUFJEOERGTjg1MjFBRkxKQi4u 



2024 GO Virginia Calendar

The 2024 GO Virginia Region 2 Calendar is now live. View upcoming deadlines and meetings for GO 
Virginia Region 2: https://cece.vt.edu/content/dam/cece_vt_edu/govirginia_documentation/2024%20GO%
20Virginia%20Region%202%20Calendar.pdf

GO Virginia State Board Approves One Region 2 Project

RICHMOND—On December 12, 2023, the GO Virginia State Board announced its approval of one new Region 2 
project aimed at growing the regional economy. Region 2 consists of the cities of Covington, Lynchburg, Radford, 
Roanoke, and Salem and the counties of Alleghany, Amherst, Appomattox, Bedford, Botetourt, Campbell, Craig, 
Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Montgomery, Pulaski, and Roanoke.  

Board Approved Project:  

ACA Classical & CTE Institute (Appomattox County) 

ACA Classical & CTE Institute, a partnership between the County of Appomattox, Central Virginia Community 
College (CVCC), and the Appomattox Christian Academy (ACA), will develop an institute to offer workforce training 
for youth and adults in welding and machining. CVCC, which already offers degree-track classes on-site, will 
operate the welding program at the institute. The facility will enable CVCC to expand its program, now at capacity in 
Lynchburg, and better prepare graduates for the workforce with space to simulate real-world work experiences. The 
GO Virginia board approved a total of $565,000 in state funds for the project, which is leveraging $1,328,989 in 
non-state sources.  

“This funding will add capacity for 35 more welding students annually throughout the Central Virginia Planning 
District and enhance the  educational experience of every CVCC welding student by introducing the first dedicated 
fabrication shop for welders-in-training in the region," said Bruce Boone, board chairman of Appomattox Christian 
Academy. "Every CVCC welding student would have access to the shop, where they would learn related tasks like 
prep, measuring, and bending, along  with welding.”w

The Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development administratively approved the following 
application:  

NRV Materials and Machinery Cluster Scale-Up (New River Valley Regional Commission) 

NRV Materials and Machinery Cluster Scale-Up will convene regional partners and develop a 10-year roadmap for 
supporting materials and machinery scale-up in the New River Valley. The process will include building and 
strengthening the capacity of the coalition of NRV stakeholders interested in growing the materials and machinery 
cluster through regular discussions and planning; mapping out assets and resources that could support industry 
scale up in the NRV; and identifying and prioritizing unique projects that could support ecosystem growth and 
transformation of the cluster. The project will build on the successful application to the U.S. Economic Development 
Administration for a Tech Hubs designation and is in partnership with the Virginia Tech Center for Economic and 
Community Engagement and Onward New River Valley. The GO Virginia board approved a total of $98,859 in 
state funds for the project, which is leveraging $109,000 in non-state sources.  

“We can tell from our application development that a coalition already exists informally with relationships between 
firms, local and regional economic developers, and higher education partners, but we know it needs to be much 
more robust to take it to the next level,” said Kevin Byrd, executive director of the New River Valley Regional 
Commission. “With a focus on additive materials and advanced manufacturing, the project will help  the region move 
forward in regards to challenges such as the electrification of vehicles. The final roadmap will scope out and detail 
2-3 prioritized projects, designate regional champions for advancing those projects, identify possible funding
sources for those projects, and propose steps for advancing those projects.”



GO Virginia Region 2 In The News

Abingdon workforce hub gets $1.5 million gift; more … (Cardinal News) 

GO Virginia economic development program is improving regional collaboration, state study finds (Cardinal 

News) 

Two out-of-town businesses are part of the Roanoke-based regional accelerator’s fall 2023 class (Cardinal News) 
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